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Mydearcolleaguesinthenursingprofession,

Ihumblyexpressmyprofoundgratitudeandappreciationtoyouandourotherhealthworkers

duringtheCOVID-19pandemic.Youserveselflesslyforourcountrymen.Youhaveshowedto

uswhatcourageandhopeamidstdiversityislikeasyoucontinuetorenderyournursingcare

withcompassion.Isaluteeachofyouforyourcommitmentanddedicationtosavinglives,even

withthefearoflosingyours.Indeed,timeslikethisentailhelpingfellowFilipinosbeyondcivic

duty;itbecomesamoralimperative.

Ilaudnursinggroupsthatheededthecalltooffertheirvaluableskills,services,andtime.We
havewrittentheSecretaryofHealth,Dr.FranciscoDuqueIII, tocallforemergencyhiringof
additionalnurses.Hirecompetent,fit-for-practicelicensednursesforthistimeperiod,duly
compensatedwithproperinsuranceandsuppliedwithappropriatepersonalprotective
equipment(PPEs).

ItisunfortunatethatoneofushasfalleninthebattleagainstCOVID-19.Truly,heismorethan

justahero,morethanamodern-dayNightingale.Heisanangelwhoabidedinhisswornduty

attheexpenseofhislife.Lethimbethefirstandthelast.Letyoursafetyandwelfarebe

protectedatalltimes.

Wecallonthehospitaladministratorstotreattheirpersonnel,notjustnurses,fairlyand
humanely,withregardtocompensation,theprovisionofappropriatePPEs,thestrict
observance ofthe need forquarantine,adequate sleeping quartersand meals,safe
transportation.

Wecallonourfellowcountrymen;asidefromstayingathomeforus,pleasedonotdiscriminate
againstnorstigmatizeournurses.Justlikeyou,theytoohavethosefearsthatyouharbor.And
thatisthereasontheyaretakingalltheextraprecautionarymeasurestoavoidacquiringthe
diseaseortransmittingthediseaseindirectly.

Again,weextendourheartfeltgratitudetoournursesandnursingleaders,tothemedical

frontliners,tothefrontlinerswhoprovideourbasiccommoditiessuchasfoodandmedicines,to

thepoliceandsanitaryworkers,andtoeveryoneelseforstayingathome.Weprayforour

safetyandthatwemaycollectivelyaddressthisloomingcrisissucccessfully.Whileweimplore

ferventlythatourrequestsbeheardandbegivenutmostattentionandaction,wewillcontinue

toservetothebestthatwecan.
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